Hello, my name is Albert Simon.  I will be guiding you through this online course.  At little bit about myself.   I teach at Alamogordo High School and at New Mexico State University at Alamogordo. I have been teaching at the high school going on 17 years and at the college for about 15 years. At the high school I teach computer programming, UNIX, computer literacy, web design, computer repair (hardware and operating system), history, economics, and government. At the college I teach business and computer courses. Before coming into teaching I was a graduate student; before that I was in retail management; and before that I served in the military. 

The course is designed such that a student must be self-disciplined, reflective, focused, organized and have ample computer skills. The pre-requisite is Algebra I but Algebra II preferred.   Enrollment for the course is done through the site coordinator for IDEAL-NM at your school.  Check with your guidance counselors to find out who that is, or have your parents do it.  There are forms you must fill out.

A schedule of events, done in the form of a syllabus, will be posted on the web site for you to refer to.  All of your assignments must be done on time.  Yes, you may work ahead.  All exams will be scheduled such that all students enrolled will take it at the same time.  Check your syllabus for dates of exams.  In grading exams will carry the heaviest weight.  You must arrange to have an exam proctor or the site coordinator, in the same room, monitoring in order for you to take all exams.   

Successful completion of the course can get you dual credit, that is, credit at your high school and at a New Mexico college or university.  Successful completion of the course for dual credit is defined as maintaining an 80 average on all work.  If your average is below 80 at the end of the course, you can just get credit at your high school provided you do not have a failing grade, below 60% or whatever your high school considers failing.      It is up to you to tell your high school counselor and the college you plan to attend in New Mexico that you are taking this class so that the proper paperwork can be generated for the dual credit.  If you decide to attend a university outside of New Mexico, it is up to you to check with that school to find out what their policy is concerning AP courses. There is an $84 fee for taking an AP exam.  Check with your counselor.  AP exams are given in the first three weeks of May.   If you are going to get dual credit, is it necessary to the AP exam?  The answer is no, but it is up to you.

I hope this will answer most of your questions.   If you need more information about the course, email me at asimon@aps4kids.org.  For more information about the Challenge email me or apcs@challenge.nm.org.   Thank you for your interest in Computer Science AP –A and the Supercomputing Challenge.  We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Albert M. Simon, MBA, MSEd, CCNA

Instructor

